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Welcome



A very warm welcome to 

Swakeleys School for Girls

Ms Kelda Stevenson

Headteacher

Please turn mobile phones 

to silent. Thank you.

No fire drill is planned – if the

alarm sounds please follow 

directions of staff outside 





Enjoy



Exam Success – GCSE

2024 headlines

80% achieved grade 4 and above with E&M

61% achieved grade 5 and above with E&M

Swakeleys 

2024

Hillingdon

2023

Attainment 8 53.2 46.0

9-5% E&M 61% 51%



Progress

Progress 8:

+0.84 in 2019+0.93 in 2022+0.49 in 2023+0.63 in 2024



Exam Success – A level

2024 headlines

21% achieved A*/A

53% achieved A*-B

79% achieved A*-C



Awards 2023



Attendance

Swakeleys student attendance is 2% 

above the national attendance



Aspire



Year 10 Work Shadowing
“She was very willing and 

has a wonderful character! 

We would like to offer her 

a job for the summer” 

Sophie 10EB

“Attentive, ambitious and brilliant!” 

Harmony 10MC

“I am so proud of her! 

She is well mannered, 

well organised and 

adaptable. I would like 

her to stay longer!” 

Kajitha 10EB

“She has been excellent! 

Better than any student we 

have ever had before” 

Simran 10AF

“She is personable, 

approachable and 

extremely enthusiastic. 

The students adore her!” 

Rebekah 10AF

“A born teacher! She has 

gone above and beyond in 

her role here and is so 

positive with the pupils” 

Kayla 10MY

“Always eager to learn 

and do more!” 

Temilade 10FN

“So professional and 

mature. It has been our 

pleasure to have Rohey

working with us! Rohey

10MC
“We are so grateful for sending these 

two pupils to work at our library. They 

were wonderful and polite and always 

approached everything with a positive 

attitude. This experience has made is 

think very highly of the pupils at 

Swakeleys School” 

Deborah & Ciele 10 DS

“I cannot fault Naina. She is an 

amazing student. She is really 

enjoying the placement and is 

very proactive”  

Naina 10RP

“What an excellent pupil, she is 

very natural and we have loved 

having her here on placement”  

Sadie 10JA







Succeed





16



Research evidence of the benefits of a 

girls’ school*

� “Girls-only education leads to higher academic achievement, 
greater diversity of subject choice, stronger self-confidence 
and resilience and enhanced career progression”

� “Girls’ learning needs and preferences…tend to be different to 
boys”

� “Girls often adapt their behaviour in the presence of boys – to their 
own disadvantage”

� “In coeducational classrooms, boys tend to monopolise 
discussion…Teachers tend to adopt styles and use content that 
seek to maximise boys’ engagement and regulate their behaviour. 
Boys were given 8 times more attention by teachers”

*Kevin Stannard, MA PhD



� “In addition to confirming academic advantages, the data shows that 
girls at single sex schools generally enjoy schools more, 
experience less bullying, have fewer disruptions in class, 
make friends more easily and feel more like they belong at 
the schools compared to girls from co-educational schools”

� “female students from single-sex schools had significantly higher 
math self confidence, academic engagement and 
aspirations”

� “Disadvantaged girls and those with SEND at single-sex schools 
reported higher wellbeing scores than their peers at co-ed 
schools.”

� In 2018 over 75% of female secondary school pupils in the UK who 
attended co-ed schools claimed that they have been on the 
receiving end of sexist comments from other pupils. 50% of girls 
aged 13-16 have suffered harassment.”

� “66% of girls give up on exercise by the age of 9” 



What do our parents think?

� 93% of parents strongly agree/agree with the 
statement “my child is safe at this school”

� 91% of parents strongly agree/agree with the 
statement “my child does well at this school”

� 90% of parents strongly agree/agree with the 
statement “there is a good range of subjects offered 
at this school” 

� 90% of parents strongly agree/agree with the 
statement“ my child can take part in clubs and 
activities at this school”



Academic Year 2024-25
Focus areas in addition to ensuring lessons are highly effective, students 
are safe and in school and results remain in the top 20% of schools 
nationally:

� Updating our reports

� Improving the curriculum information that comes to you so you 
can support at home

� Ensuring updated homework policy is effective

� Working with staff to support independent revision at home

� Reviewing our values as a school

� Regular self-evaluation

� Increasing attendance at Parents’ Evenings by 10%

� A focus on praise

� Improving punctuality and working consistently around behaviour 
matters e.g





Mrs L. Finnerty

Year 9YLC



Objectives

• To welcome you into our school community

• To hear from key members of staff

• To outline key dates throughout Year 9

• To inform you of the English, Maths and Science 

curriculum covered in Year 9. 

• To offer advice and guidance for the year ahead



Form tutors



Safeguarding and  

Staying Safe



Managing Online Behaviour

Typical sources of worry and 

arguments

� The amount of screen time

� Available content

� Cyberbullying and social issues

� Grooming

The online world isn’t 

going anywhere!

It is very important to 

develop open dialogue 

with you child and make 

checking a regular part 

of the family routine.

What apps do you have 

downloaded?

Let’s check our screen 

time?

What content do you 

look at regularly?

Has anything that has 

happened online 

recently made you feel 

uncomfortable?



Attendance

The reason that we want your child in school 

at least 95% of the time is because we want 

the best for them-and we know that all 

absence impacts on achievement.

It can be hard in the morning to deal with 

getting a reluctant teen out of bed and in 

to school. We know!



95% or higher    +0.77

90% or lower    -0.22

The impact of good attendance

0-1 +1
+0.77-0.22

1 grade difference!



Eg: ability of achieving grades 4’s and 5’s:

With 95%+ 

Year 11 results were grades 5’s & 6’s

With 90% or less 

Year 11 results were grades 3’s & 4’s



Attendance League

Attend school everyday to get your 

form attendance up

Form Score

FN 630 1st

EB 540 2nd

MY 490 3rd

JA 480 4th

AF 460 5th

RP

DS
390 6th

370 8th

Weekly Winners: 50 points

Runner Up: 30 points

Bonus 50 points: form 

100% for the week

Last term attendance 

league winners:

FN



Attendance 

prizes



Reasons for absence

If your child says they are unwell-consider the following which 
are reasons for absence:

Do the have a temperature?
Do they have sickness/upset tummy?
Have they tested positive for covid?
Do they have a diagnosed medical condition that means thy 
cannot attend?

If your child’s attendance drops below 95% due to illness it 
may be time to take the to the GP to discuss the reasons why 
they are having so much time off.



Did you know?
You can store painkillers at school if you send them in with a 
medication form. This can be found on the web site.

Pupils who need access to sanitary products can access these 
for free from the “red box”. We also hold spare underwear etc
in case of emergencies.

Teens should drink up to 2L of water a day-please send them in 
with a water bottle.

Many pupils feel better as the day progresses and don’t need 
a day off.

We will send your child home if they are really very unwell.



Conversations about feeling 

“a bit unwell”

Try these:

Let’s take your temperature-if it is normal you 
can try to go in.

Let’s get you in to school, I’ll e mail and let 
welfare know you are feeling a bit under the 
weather.

If you need them, school has your painkillers?



Punctuality
At Swakeleys we have a zero tolerance policy for 

lateness. This is the reason:

If you are 5 minutes late each day you lose the 

equivalent of 3 days learning a year.

If you are 15 minutes late a day you lose 9 days 

learning a year.

Punctuality is an important life skill that is valued by 

schools and sixth forms. References always ask 

about punctuality.



If you have any concerns or questions about the safeguarding of any young person while you are at Swakeleys 

School For Girls please speak immediately the Designated Safeguarding Lead or a  trained Deputy.

Mrs G Hare

Deputy Head/ 

Designated 

Safeguarding Lead

Mr L Hepner

Acting Deputy Head/ 

Deputy Designated 

Safeguarding Lead

Mrs J Cherry

Lead 

Practitioner/

6th Form Pastoral 

Lead

Mrs L Finnerty

YLC
Ms S Mejloumian

YLC
Ms K Currell

YLC

Hillingdon MASH
strongerfamilieshub@hillingdon.co.uk

01895 556006

Miss H Allan

YLC Mrs A 

Hussai

n

Pastora

l Team

Mr T 

Gray

YLC

Mrs R 

Khan 

YLC

Ms S 

Hodges

Pastora

l Team

Miss D Chudasama

Safeguarding Officer

Mrs S Venner
Pastoral Team



Mental Health services available

� Place2Be and Place2Talk

 Place2Be provides emotional and therapeutic 

services in primary and secondary schools, building 

young people's resilience through talking, creative 

work and play.

 Place2Talk is here at break or lunchtime to support 

young people to think about any worries they might 

have.

 How: Email place2be@swakeleys.org.uk

 What: Book a 15 minute appointment 

 When: Break or lunchtime (Monday to Thursday)

 For: Individual or small group session (up to 3 people)

 Confidential unless there is a safeguarding 

concern 

mailto:place2be@swakeleys.org.uk


Mental Health services 

available

� We also have a 
Pastoral Support 
Team.

� Mentoring Service

� Family Support 
Worker

� Safeguarding Officer

shout : text support service

24/7 crisis text line

Text P2B to 85258

www.giveusashout.org

http://www.giveusashout.org/


Free Courses for Parents

https://v2.nationalcollege.com/enrol/swakeley

s-school-for-girls

Enrol as a parent/carer

https://v2.nationalcollege.com/enrol/swakeleys-school-for-girls


English at KS4





Maths at KS4





Science at KS4



Swakeleys School Course Guides: 

https://swakeleys.hillingdon.sch.uk/curriculum

/curriculum-guide-year-9/



Supporting your child at home 

with revision

� Understanding and actively engaging in 

revision is fundamental to achieving 

academic success.

� Revision is the process of reviewing and re-

examining material that has been previously 
studied. It goes beyond the initial learning 

phase and plays a pivotal role in reinforcing 

and consolidating knowledge.

Revsion letter for parents: 

https://swakeleys.hillingdon.sch.uk/parents/letters-sent-

home/



Why is revision essential? 
� Consolidation of Learning: Revision helps students consolidate what they 

have learned. Going back to previously covered material reinforces 
concepts and ensures a deeper understanding. It strengthens the neural 
pathways associated with the learned information, making it easier for 
students to recall and apply that knowledge in the future.

� Long-Term Retention: By revisiting topics over time, students are better 
equipped to retain information in their long-term memory. This is crucial for 
subjects that build upon foundational knowledge, as a strong understanding 
of earlier concepts is essential for grasping more advanced material.

� Identification of Weak Areas: Regular revision allows students to identify 
areas where they may be struggling or have gaps in their understanding. 
Recognising these weak points early on enables targeted intervention and 
additional support, preventing the accumulation of misunderstandings.

� Preparing for Exams and Assessments: Revision is a key component of exam 
preparation. It helps students review the material they have covered 
throughout the year, allowing them to enter exams and assessments with 
confidence and a solid grasp of the subject matter.

� Confidence Building: The act of revising and recalling information boosts 
students' confidence. Feeling well-prepared and knowledgeable enhances 
their overall academic self-esteem, positively influencing their approach to 
learning.



As parents/carers, your support in encouraging and 
facilitating a regular revision routine at home can significantly 
contribute to your daughter's academic success. Here are 
some practical suggestions:

� Establish a designated study space at home.
� Encourage a consistent and manageable study schedule.
� Help your daughter create organised study materials.
� Discuss the importance of breaks during study sessions to 

maintain focus.
� By emphasising the importance of revision and fostering a 

positive attitude towards it, we can work together to 
ensure that your daughter not only learns but retains and 
applies her knowledge effectively.

The main principle behind any effective revision is that it is 
active. Students should be testing themselves/answering 
questions and writing down what they can remember. They 
should not be passive i.e. copying information or just reading 
through their notes as this has been shown to be ineffective. 
In addition, the environment should be quiet with no 
distractions. Mobile phones should be away or on airplane 
mode.



Swakeleys Way – Review and Retrieval 
• “MWBs”

• “Last week, Last month, Last year”

• “Complete the sentence” – more than one choice really gets students to think! 

• “3, 2, 1”  - 3 things learnt in the lesson, 2 interesting facts about the lesson and 1 question they still have about 

the lesson

• “5 for 5” - 5 minutes to recall 5 key things (choose anything you want them to retrieve – can be from 2+ 

lessons ago)

• “Songs/Rhymes” for retrieving key information

• “Images” - use images to retrieve information from last lesson

• “Odd one out”

• “9 box challenge” - pick 3 numbers. Then reveal the words from those boxes and form a sentence with them

• “Articulate/Taboo” - key words AND Just a minute

• “Just a minute” - talk about a topic without hesitation

• “Sketch It!” - ask students to create quick sketches to portray previous knowledge

• “Dingbats” - pictures that are linked to key words for the topic

• “Brain Dump” - blank sheet and asking them to brain dump all information they remember about a topic. 

Adding information they were missing in a different colour. Can also be done on big A3 sheets moving around 

the room. Potential to use a visualiser.

• “Reviewing” - artwork/classwork as a group. Potential to use a visualiser

• “Flash back Question” - e.g. 1,2 or 4 mark Q's or previous content

• “Key Terms Quiz” or “Multiple Choice Quiz”

• “Noughts and Crosses Game" - using teacher targeted questioning 

• “Oral Questioning to Revise” - revision at beginning of the lesson by asking questions (whole class 

answer/cold calling) 

• “Match the Image to the Key Word”

• “The Five-a-Day Grid” The grid contains five tasks or questions, one in each box. Tasks should cover 

knowledge from the last lesson, last week, last term, or even further back.

• “The Grid” Display a grid on the board with a certain letter in each grid. Pupils need to think of a key word from 

the previous lesson starting with that letter. S&C is to pick a key word and write the definition







Epraise

Epraise is an intuitive platform that informs you of 

your child’s achievements, homework and timetable 

information. 

The platform is available in both desktop and App 

formats



Registering for Epraise

Registering on Our Website 

Website 

  

You may receive an invitation from your child's school which will contain instructions for 

you to follow. If you don't receive an invite, then you can register yourself by following 

these instructions: 

1. Go to epraise.co.uk 

2. Select Log in in the top right corner 

3. Select the correct school 

4. Select the Parent tab 

5. Enter the email address you gave to the school (leave the password blank) 

6. Select Login/Register 

7. Follow the instructions in the email that is sent to you 

Please note that you can only access Epraise if the school have added you as a parent. If 

your details are not recognised you will need to contact the school directly. 

  



Registering on the App



What can I view?



For further information click the below link:

https://community.epraise.veracross.com/s
/article/Epraise-Parents-Registering

If you have any queries regarding your email 
address submitted to the school, please contact 
office@swakeleys.org.uk

https://community.epraise.veracross.com/s/article/Epraise-Parents-Registering


Year 9
� Winter Showcase – 12th December

� Interhouse sport PLUS 6 new House events!!!!
� KS3 and KS4 GHBO, House Design, House Poetry, House Chess & House Uno.

� School Council

� House Talent

� Culture Day – 14th February (TBC)

� Dance Evening – 11th March

� Drama Evening – 22nd May

� Hillingdon Dance Festival / London Youth Games (TBC)

� Sports Day

� SPOTY

� Reward trips

� Summer Festival – 26th June

� Lit Fest

� FAB Week



Rewards: 

� Epraise point shop

� Hot chocolate Friday

� YLC Star of the Week = queue jump

� Vouchers/badges

� Certificates

� Trips



Points mean prizes! Coming 

soon!



E-praise Milestones



Hot Chocolate Friday!



YLC Star of the Week

� Pupil is highlighted for outstanding 

achievement/performance/upholding the 

school values.

� Jump the queue pass will be given to that pupil 

for them and a friend. 



Go Ape Trip!



How can you help your child 

on their learning journey? 

� Rather than asking your child what they 

did at school today, ask them to teach 

you something new they learnt. 

� Praise effort over achievement 

� Engage with the school.



Key Dates Year 9



Thank you
� Please use the QR code for the correct year group to 

now complete the short questionnaire regarding your 
experience. You will need to ensure you have a 
google sign in.

Year 9


