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Dear Parent/Carer, 11th May 2023 

  

You will be aware that we have put in place a detailed support programme for your daughter over the 

coming weeks as she starts her GCSE exams. I spoke to the Year 11 students this morning about why 

this period of support from the school is so critical and in order for us to work together on this I felt 

it important that you have this information too: 
 

1. One of the reasons the students have been so successful at Swakeleys historically is because of 

the support that they have received over the exam period. You’ll be aware that last year 

students in Year 11 achieved on average over a grade better than expected across all of their 

subjects. Those students attended the exam period revision sessions in school. 

2. The exam support programme has been meticulously planned to support students before their 

exams. Students will receive input from their subject teacher/subject leader with the key most 

important information/exam skills that students should know prior to sitting their exams. Your 

daughter can address questions and receive clarification – this is crucial. 

3. This group of Year 11s missed half of their Year 8 in school and a term of their Year 9 GCSE 
lessons. We have been working incredibly hard as a school to close any gaps as a result and we 

now need to keep up this momentum until the last exam. 

4. Year 11 attendance this year at Swakeleys and across the country has been significantly reduced 

after covid. We are again working incredibly hard to close gaps due to lower student 

attendance. If your child has missed some days of school then it is ever more important that 

they are at school immediately prior to exams to support them to achieve their potential. 

5. The Government has decided that there will be no exam concessions this year as there have 

been in recent years where students have been given information to use in the exams and/or 

had a reduced amount of information in the exams. Students being adequately prepared is 

therefore critical. 

6. The exam support period runs for a very short period of time – a matter of weeks. And 

thereafter students are able to revise at home. Students also have the whole of the half term 

week in order to revise 

7. The Government does not authorise study leave and there is an expectation that your child is 

in school both from the Government and from Swakeleys School for the reasons that I outline 

above 
 

Whilst I do appreciate that students have been able to tell me how they feel about the support over 

the exam period I did tell them today that they need to trust myself and my senior team who have 

carefully considered how to make this period of time as useful for your child as possible. 

  
I have been so impressed with the Year 11 cohort over this academic year and I know that with school 

and home working together we will be in a position to celebrate your child’s success in the summer. 

Thank you in advance for your support.  For your convenience I have enclosed a copy of the 

arrangements for the next few weeks to this letter. 

  

Yours faithfully 

 
Kelda Stevenson 
Headteacher



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 




