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Dear prospective A level English Literature Student,

Here are tasks you MUST DO — ranging from research, viewing videos, writing and collecting
examples of literature and extra tasks you COULD DO if you have lots of free time and want
to really prepare yourself thoroughly.

MUST DO

. Choose 5 words from the literary terminology list and learn the meaning.

. Literary Canon quiz

. Watch online a performance of a theatre play or ballet (RSC website or National
Theatre). Write a 50 word review of the performance.

. Research the following writers: Margaret Atwood, Mary Shelley — write a fact sheet
about their life and works

COULD DO

1. Choose a selection of the activities from the accompanying booklets/sheet that will
enrich your understanding of English Literature. You could choose 1 or 2.




1. Literary Terminology Glossary

Word

Definition

verse

A verse is writing that has a metrical rhythm and usually also rhyme.

interpretation

An interpretation is an understanding or explanation of meaning or meanings.

anthropomorphism

Anthropomorphism is the giving of human characteristics or behaviour to non-human
entities, such as animals, objects or gods.

aesthetics

Aestehetics is a set of principles that outline how something looks and how its beauty is
perceived.

elegant

Elegant is the characteristic of being both graceful and stylish.

witty

Witty is the characteristic of a quick or clever humour.

patterned

Patterned means a regular or repeated form or idea.

controlled

Controlled means to be deliberately restricted or restrained.

empiricism

Empiricism is the theory that knowledge is learned primarily through what we experience
through our senses.

ambiguity

Ambiguity is the quality of having, or being open to, more than one interpretation.

auditory imagery

Auditory imagery is an image created by sounds.

denotation

A denotation is the primary or literal meaning of a word.

parrhesia

Parrhesia is the act of speaking frankly, with boldness, even if what is spoken is not
popular opinion.

ecphonesis

Ecphonesis is an exclamatory phrase that is emotional or emotive.

antanaclasis

Antanaclasis is a rhetorical device where a word or phrase is repeated but with a different
meaning with each use.

polypoton

Polypoton is a literary device where the writer repeats the root of a word but uses it in
different words.

ekphrasis

An ekphrasis is a vivid or dramatic description of an artwork or, in ancient times, a person,
place or thing.

melancholy

Melancholy is a feeling of deep and thoughtful sadness.

blurring of genres

Blurring of genres is the mixing of two or more genres.

pragmatographia

Pragmatographia is a detailed or vivid description of an event.

reification

In rhetoric, reification is the procress of treating something that is abstract or unreal as
real and substantive. Often, this oversimplifies ideas or asserts that opinions or ideas are
factual truths.

free verse

Free verse can be defined as poetry without the constructs of rhythm and rhyme.

blank verse

Blank verse has a regular metre, often iambic pentameter, but no regular rhyme scheme.

syncope

Syncope is the omission of sounds or letters from words. For example, primary is often
pronounced as ‘prime-ry’.

aporia

Aporia is a rhetorical device where the speaker expresses doubt about how to proceed or
challenge a point. Often, the doubt is feigned to challenge or mock the opposing speaker
or view.

hypophora

Hypophora is when a writer asks a question and answers it directly afterwards.

epithet

An epithet is a word or phrase that is used in place of an original name, often in praise or
criticism. They become common usage through time, e.g. Alfred the Great.

gustatory imagery

Gustatory imagery is imagery that evokes taste, rather than general images.

Cavalier lyricists

Cavalier lyricists were lyric poets whose Royalist writings were designed to glorify the
crown in the time of King Charles I.

Features of Structure Keywords and Definitions

characterisation

Characteristation is the act of constructing the features of a fictional character.

narrative structure

Narrative structure is the events and their order in a narrative.

central figure

A central figure is the leading, or one of the leading characters, in a narrative.

resolution

The resolution in a narrative is the part where the main problem is resolved or concluded.




tragedy

A tragedy is a narrative form that includes the tragic downfall of a hero caused by their
own flaws and actions.

epic

In literature, an epic is a long narrative, often in poetic form, concerning heroic deeds.

omniscient narrator

An omniscient narrator is a narrator who is all-seeing and all-knowing, meaning that they
can express the thoughts and feelings of all characters.

comedy

Comedy is a literary genre that is amusing and usually includes a happy or lighthearted
ending.

satire

Satire is a literary genre that uses humour, irony and exaggeration to expose, mock and
criticise society, politics and corruption.

melodrama

Melodrama is a literary genre that has a sensationalised plot designed to appeal to the
audience’s emotions.

dichotomy

A dichotomy is a rhetorical and literary technique that shows opposition or contradiction
between two parts of the same thing or idea, sometimes within the same character.

subversion

Subversion is the process of reversing the values, principles or structures of an established
system, such as the political system.

didactic

A didactic text is one that is designed to teach or dictate thoughts and ideas to the reader
or audience.

climax

A climax of a narrative is the most intense or important moment, often the culmination of
other events.

diacope

A diacope is where a writer repeats a short phrase with only a small number of words
between.

antithetic parallelism

Antithetic parallelism is rhetorical device where the writer uses contrasting ideas in their
parallelism.

monostich

A monostich is a poem that only has one line.

adumbrate

To adumbrate is the process of outlining something. In literature, to adumbrate can also
be to foreshadow.

anagnorisis

An anagnorisis is the moment in a narrative, usually in a tragedy, when a character realises
their true nature, identity or the reality of their situation.

analogy

An analogy is a comparison of one thing to another, usually where a fictional construct
represents something in the real world, often in order to highlight particular features of
the latter.

exposition

Exposition is the process of exposing the reader or audience to background information
about a character, setting or event.

parenthesis

A perenthesis is a word or phrase aside, usually punctuated by a pair of commas, brackets
or dashes.

denouement

The denouement is the very ending of a narrative, usually where all parts of the story are
concluded.

lyric poetry

Lyric poetry is poetry that explores strong emotions, usually in the first person. It
originates from Greek poetry that was accompanied by music played on the lyre.

digressive time

Digressive time is when the plot of a narrative is not chronological.

progressive time

Progressive time is when the plot of a narrative is chronological.

philosophical
reflection

A philosophical reflection is an examination and evaluation of life and the human
experience, using ideas from philosophy.

frame-story

A frame story is a story that is used to frame and link additional stories that exist within it.

metafiction

Metafication is a literary device where the writer deliberately emphasises the literariness
of the conventions, often to highlight their artificiality.

in media res

In media res means in the middle of the story, often in a sequence of action. Some texts
begin in the middle of this action.

time-shift narrative

A time-shift narrative is a narrative whose plot moves backwards and forwards in time.

prolepsis

In rhetoric, prolepsis is anticipating the counter argument and offering a rebuttal.

flat-character

A flat-characater is a character who is straightforward and who does not undergo
significant changes during a narrative.

round-character

A round-character is a character who is life-like, with complex emotions, who undergoes
development throughout the narrative.

narrative gap

A narrative gap is a device where part of the narrative is left untold to the reader.

motif

A motif is a dominant or reoccuring idea in a text or work of art.




foreword

A foreward is a brief introduction to a book and is usually not written by the author.

absurdist drama

Absurdist drama is a genre of theatre that developed post-WW?2 in Europe and was
categorised by an existentialist philosophy where human existence was meaningless and
confusion reigned.

allegory

In literature, an allegory is a piece of work with a deeper, hidden meaning, often one of a
social or political commentary.

canto

A canto is a section of a long poem.

stichomythia

Stichomythia is a device where two characters speak alternating rhyming lines of verse, a
technique that originated from Greek drama.

metalepsis

A metalepsis is where a new figure of speech is made by referring to something from a
previous figure of speech.

epanelepsis

Epanelepsis is the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning and end of a clause or
sentence.

hyperbation

Hyperbation is the reordering of the usual word order for emphasis.

Literary Theory Keywords and Definitions

criticism

In literature, criticism is the analysis and evaluation of texts and parts of texts.

lens

In literature, a lens is a way of looking at a text. The lenses are made up of different literary
theories and world views.

critique

In literature, a critique is an analysis and evaluation of texts and parts of texts.

Marxism

Marxism is the theory of politics and economics developed by Karl Marx, which was later
developed by their followers as the basis of socialism.

Karl Marx

Karl Marx was a German philosopher, economist and historian who established the
revolutionary theory of Marxism.

Marxist philosophy

A Marxist philosophy is a philosophy or outlook defined by Marxism, whereby the class
struggle is the central element to understanding societies.

feminism

Feminism is the advocacy of women'’s rights in order to achieve equality for women.

feminist

A feminist is a person who supports the cause of feminism, working towards equality for
women.

narrative

A narrative is a story in either written or spoken form.

post-colonialism

Post-colonialism is the study of the legacy of colonialism on people and their lands.

ideology

An ideology is a system of ideas that usually form the basis of political and economical
thoughts.

consciousness

Consciousness is the awareness of one’s being and surroundings.

determinism

Determinism is a belief that events and circumstances are determined by external forces
and not by the will of individuals.

materialist

A materialist is a person who holds great value in material possessions. In philosophy, a
materialist is a person who believes that nothing truly exists except matter and that
thought and consciousness cannot exist without matter.

idealist

An idealist is a person who is led by their ideals more than other practical considerations.

reify

To reify is to make something that is abstract more concrete.

theory

A theory is a system of ideas that aims to explain something.

overt

Overt means something that is done plainly or openly.

covert

Covert means something that is hidden or not openly acknowledged.

communism

Communism is the system of social organisation where all property is owned by the
community and resources are distributed by need.

representation

Representation is the process of using signs to stand for or to symbolise other things. In
literature, representation is the process of presenting something in a particular way.

exploitative

Exploitative means to treat people badly for personal gain.

stereotypical

Stereotypical describes a view that is often widely held but which is based on
oversimplified ideas of a particular thing or people.

gynocriticism

Gynocriticism is a way of evaluating women’s literature through the lens of a female
framework.

psychodynamics

Psychodynamics are the interactions between the emotional and mental forces that
determine personality and behaviour.




universalism

Universalism is an idea or concept that can be applied universally. In religion, it is the belief
that all people will eventually be saved by God.

psychosexual

Psychosexual describes the psychological aspects of sexuality and sexual acts.

qgueer theory

Queer theory is a field of literary criticism based on LGBTQ+ readings and issues.

the literary canon

The literary canon is a collection of works that represent high art and those considered
most important and influential.

flat character

A flat characater is a character who is straightforward and who does not undergo
significant changes during a narrative.

phenomenal

Phenomenal describes something that is exceptional, usually exceptionally good.

phallogecentrism

Phallogocentrism is the theory that masculine issues are favoured in the construction of
meaning in texts.

reification

In rhetoric, reification is the procress of treating something that is abstract or unreal as
real and substantive. Often, this oversimplifies ideas or asserts that opinions or ideas are
factual truths.

paradoxically

Paradoxically describes an action that appears absurd or self-contradictory.

male gaze

The male gaze is the act of viewing women in art as primarily sexual objects, to be viewed
by heterosexual men for pleasure.

conditioning

Conditioning is the process of making a behavioural or emotional response more frequent
by reinforcing it with acceptance as normal or with reward.

androtexts

Androtexts are texts written by men.

gynotexts

Gynotexts are texts written by women.

new historicism

New historicism is a literary theory that seeks to understand texts through their contexts
and understand history and context through literature.

Context, Culture and Society Keywords and Definitions

masculinity

Masculinity means possessing qualities traditionally associated with men.

femininity

Femininity means possessing qualities traditionally associated with women.

cultural construction

A cultural construction is a construct that is formed by culture and society, rather than by
other predetermined factors, such as biology.

Paganism

Paganism is a religion that predates Christianity. In modern times, Paganism includes the
worship of nature.

identity

Identify is the feature that determine who or what something is.

mise-en-scene

Mise-en-scene is the arrangement of a set, including the props and lighting in a play or
film.

authenticity

Authenticity is the quality of being authentic or geniune.

antiquity

Antiquity is the ancient past.

oppress

To oppress is to subjugate someone or to keep them in hardship.

social classes

The social classes are groups of people, divided by their social and economic status.

capitalism

Capitalism is a theory of politics and economics whereby businesses, trade and industry
are privately owned and run for private profit rather than specifically for social good.

values

Values are standards of behaviour or the principles one believes in.

marginal

Marginal means on the margin or outside and thus not central or important. It can also
describe something that is on the borderline.

socio-economic

Socio-economic describes something that is concerned with the relationship between
societal and economic factors.

autonomy

Autonomy is the right to self-control or self-governance.

feudalism

Feudalism was the most common social and political system in medieval Europe. It
involved the nobility holding the Crown’s land in return for military service and peasants
had to give labour and produce to the lords for military protection.

economy

The economy is the state of a country or place’s supply of money, production and
consumption of goods and services.

ecocriticism

Ecocriticism is the literary theory of evaluating how texts explore the nature and
environmental concerns.

psychoanalytic
criticism

Psychoanalytic criticism is a literary theory based on Freud’s principles or psychoanalysis
and often asserts that all characters are manifestations of the author’s own psyche.




anthropocentrism

Anthropocentrism is a way of interpreting literature with a human-centered point of view.

canonical status

In literature, canonical status is the state of being accepted as part of the literary cannon.

subservient

Subservient means to be below or less important than another. It can also mean one who
will follow the orders of others unquestionably.

dogmatic

Dogmatic describes someone who is unmoving in their views and presents them to others
as undeniably true.

undogmatic

Undogmatic describes someone who is not dogmatic with their views.

propaganda

Propaganda is the dissemination of biased information in order to promote a cause.

bourgeoisie

The bourgeoisie are the middle class who have materialistic values.

aristocracy

The aristocracy is the highest class in particular societies, including those with hereditary
titles.

middle class

The middle class is the class or group of people between the upper and lower class,
characterised by professionals and business people.

repressive

Repressive describes something (often a regime) that restricts people’s personal freedoms.

patriarchy

A patriarchy is a system of society or governance in which men hold the power and women
have very little power.

colonialism

Colonialism is the practice of taking control of another country and exploiting its people or
resources.

industrialism

Industrialism is a social or economic system in which manufacturing plays a large part.

existentialism

Existentialism is a philosophical theory in which the individual is considered a free person,
entirely responsible for their acts and their consequences.

prohibition

Prohibition is the action of preventing something, usually through outlawing it.

women’s suffrage

Women's suffrage is the right of women to vote.

humanism

Humanism is the belief that human beings are more important than any supernatural
beings or gods.

cynicism

Cynicism is the characteristic of scepticism, considering things from a pessimistic
viewpoint.

Luddites

Luddites were English workers who destroyed machinery, mostly in mills, because they
thought that it threatened their jobs.

antinomian heresy

An antinomian is a person who believes that those who are saved in Christianity do not
need to follow the Ten Commandments. Some churches consider this heresy.

agnostic

An agnostic is a person that believes that there is no evidence of the existence of a god.

transcendentalism

Transcendentalism was a movement which originated in America in the nineteenth
century. It encouraged people to trust their intuition and view objects as smaller versions
of the universe.

metaphysical poets

Metaphysical poets are a group of 17th century poets whose work focused on
philosophical exploration and whose style challenged the established norm, including
flexible metre, colloquialisms and wit.

romanticism

Romanticism was an 18th century movement in the arts that focused on emotions, the
individual and the celebration of nature and the past.

rationalism

Rationalism is the practice of basing ideas on reasonable and rational thought.

Puritanism

Puritanism was a set of beliefs followed by a group of English Protestants in the 16th and
17th centuries who believed that church worship should be simplified.

realism

Realism was an arts movement that began in France after the revolution in the mid-18th
century, focusing on portraying real people accurately and rejecting the exaggerated
emotion of romanticism.

modernism

Modernism is an art movement that rejected the features of traditional and classical art.

post-modernism

Post-modernism is a 20th century art movement that rejects modernism and includes the
self-conscious use of earlier styles.

Renaissance

The Renaissance is the period in European history between the 14th and 17th centuries
which saw great developments in art and literature.

sentimentalism

Sentimentalism is very sentimental or overly emotional behaviour or writing.

utopian

Utopian describes something or somewhere that is aiming to be, or has reached, the state
of perfection.

dystopian

Dystopian describes a, usually fictional, place where everything is negative, usually
because of a totalitarian political regime.




MUST DO: Year 12 Literary Canon Quiz

Name one classical Greek author.

Name one classical Roman author.

Name one writer OR text from the Middle Ages.

Name one Elizabethan playwright.

Name three genres of play.

Name one Cl7th poet.

What does Jacobean mean?

Restoration literature. Restoration of what!?

9. When did libraries first become popular?

10. Who invented the printing press?

I1. Name one of the first English novels.

12. What famous book did Mary Shelley write!?

3. Who wrote the poem The Tyger?

14. What poem did Coleridge write after being woken from an opium
dream? (1)

I5. Name three novels by Charles Dickens.

6. Can you name the three famous Victorian novelist sisters?

17. a)  What happened in 1914?
b) Name one poet of this particular event.

18. What book was made legal in the 1960s after previously being
banned? (1)

19. Who wrote the novel Nineteen Eighty-Four?

20. Name one current male and female author.

21. Who is the current poet laureate?

22. What is your favourite book?
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Drama Review

Find a performance of a play, ballet or musical on RSC website,
The Globe website, BBC iplayer or anywhere else on the
internet.

Watch the performance then write a 50 word review.

Romeo & Juliet
Erica Whyman directs the FSC production of Shakoespears's mest

e o
famsoiis stary

The Merchant of Venice
The Royal Shakespeare Coenpary produc
play with Makram J Khoury

Othello

ghal Khan's ground-breaking RSC prociection, the first to st a black

Much Ado About Nothing
M Michelle Terry and Edward Bennett in the
Gl Company procusction

A Midsummer Might's Dream

Fram Shakespeare's Globe, the romantic story fuses music, dano

The Tempest

Shakespane's late great masterplece reconded at Shakespeare's Gl
n 3013

Romeo and Juliet: Beyond Words
The classic story sveryore knows, presentsd in & way reser seen beforne

Enioy world-class theatre at home

National Thé&&tre At Home 4
> Fini 5 ! ].
I A

|, LA 5 =5 -
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COULD DO:

Choose a selection of the activities from the sheet below or the accompanying booklets that will enrich your understanding of English
Literature. You could choose 1

Complete this course on

C screenwriting, which

includes learning the characteristics of
screen stories, structure, character
development and the writing process.

An Introduction to Screenwriting

University of East Anglia
Listen to this radio

«D
programme, hosted by

Mariella Frostrop, and hear from
authors on their latest publication and
what influences their writing.

There are 537 episodes available!

Open Book

Or if you don’t want to listen to full
episodes, the BBC have also produced
a compilation of clips and best bits.

Open Book Clips
BBC Sounds

Listen to this podcast
(( 9 )) which provides a

fascinating
exploration into how spoken and
written language gives criminals away
and helps to solve crimes. This
podcast is part of a wider series called
‘Word of Mouth’ by Michael Rosen,
and there are lots of other episodes
available if you like this one.

Forensic Linguistics
BBC Sounds

Read this article about

Tottenham Hotspur’s

protests about the
OED’s definition of the Y-word.

The point of dictionaries is to describe
how language is used, not to police it
The Guardian

Watch this TED talk,
@ presented in Spanish

with English subtitles,
which asks the question: does spelling
matter in this day and age?

Should we simplify spelling?
TED Talks — Karina Galperin

Read this free e-book

which provides a

brilliant survey of the
history of the supernatural genre by
renowned author H.P.Lovecraft.

Supernatural Horror in Literature

—~ Watch this TED talk which
\&) presents a compelling
argument for why you
should bother to learn a new
language.

4 reasons to learn a new language

Complete this course
which is ideal for any
student who is going to
start A level English Language or A
Level English Language and Literature
in 2020.

v
v
v
v

An Introduction to Sociolinguistics:

Watch this TED talk in
which Christopher
Warner sets the record
straight on what irony really is.

7N

O

Situational Irony: The opposite of

what you think
TED Talks — Christopher Warner

Watch this TED talk in
which lexicographer
Erin McKean explores
how we can manipulate language to
express ourselves better.

o~

2/

Go ahead, make up new words!
TED Talks — Erin McKean

TED Talks —John McWhorter
Read this article which,
although very long, is a

booklist that details all

of the books covered on the BBC
Sounds Open Book episodes —so it
will help you decide what you want to
listen to first.

BBC Sounds Booklist
BBC Programmes

Accents, Attitudes and Identity
University of York
Starts 13t July

Complete this course

which will help build

your skills of literary
analysis and creative writing by
exploring the meaning of fairy tales.

Fairy Tales: Meaning, Messages, and
Morals
The University of Newcastle, Australia

Read this article on how
you can harness the power
of storytelling.

73

Storytelling is a powerful
communication tool
Ideas TED

7N
@ Watch this TED talk

which explores how we
can communicate effectively in non-
verbal ways, using pictures and ‘maps
to represent meaning.

’

A word game to communicate in any

language
TED Talks — Ajit Narayanan

Watch this TED talk
which poses important
questions about
storytelling and culture. Is there a
danger if we hear only a single story
about another person or country? Do we
need overlapping stories to form our
opinion to avoid misunderstanding?

7N

@

The danger of a single story
TED Talks — Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie



https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/screenwriting
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m00027n6
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/feb/17/dictionaries-language-tottenham-hotspur-oed-y-word-definition
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/feb/17/dictionaries-language-tottenham-hotspur-oed-y-word-definition
https://www.ted.com/talks/karina_galperin_should_we_simplify_spelling?language=en
https://www.edx.org/course/fairy-tales-meanings-messages-and-morals
https://www.edx.org/course/fairy-tales-meanings-messages-and-morals
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000f5rw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qp6p/clips?page=3
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/accents-attitudes-and-identity-an-introduction-to-sociolinguistics
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/accents-attitudes-and-identity-an-introduction-to-sociolinguistics
https://www.ted.com/talks/john_mcwhorter_4_reasons_to_learn_a_new_language#t-1094
https://ideas.ted.com/storytelling-is-a-powerful-communication-tool-heres-how-to-use-it-from-ted/
https://ideas.ted.com/storytelling-is-a-powerful-communication-tool-heres-how-to-use-it-from-ted/
https://www.free-ebooks.net/humanities-and-arts/Supernatural-Horror-in-Literature
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/dCjLZ6hplwJbjJ8NnHQ5GT/this-weeks-book-list
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?referrer=playlist-talks_for_when_you_wish_you_ha
https://www.ted.com/talks/ajit_narayanan_a_word_game_to_communicate_in_any_language
https://www.ted.com/talks/ajit_narayanan_a_word_game_to_communicate_in_any_language
https://www.ted.com/talks/christopher_warner_situational_irony_the_opposite_of_what_you_think
https://www.ted.com/talks/christopher_warner_situational_irony_the_opposite_of_what_you_think
https://www.ted.com/talks/erin_mckean_go_ahead_make_up_new_words

Add information about authors:

[Grab your reader’s attention with a great quote from the document or use this space to emphasize a key
point. To place this text box anywhere on the page, just drag it.]

[Grab your reader’s attention with a great quote from the document or use this space to emphasize a key
point. To place this text box anywhere on the page, just drag it.]




A level English Literature — Summer Homework Task

Read and annotate the attached poem ‘Giuseppe’ by Roderick Ford. (This is one of the

poems you will be studying in Year 12).
You must be able to:

1. Know and understand what the poem is about

2. ldentify and write about the language features of the poem and their effect

3. ldentify and write about the form and structure features of the poem and their

effect

. Consider the themes of the poem

This is in preparation for your Year 12 baseline assessment which will take place
between 8™ and 19" September (date TBC) in which you will be asked to compare

‘Giuseppe’ with an unseen poem.




Giuseppe

My Uncle Giuseppe told me

that in Sicily in World War Two,

in the courtyard behind the aquarium,

where the bougainvillea grows so well,

the only captive mermaid in the world

was butchered on the dry and dusty ground
by a doctor, a fishmonger, and certain others.

She, it, had never learned to speak

because she was simple, or so they’d said,

but the priest who held one of her hands

while her throat was cut,

said she was only a fish, and fish can’t speak.
But she screamed like a woman in terrible fear.

And when they took a ripe golden roe
from her side, the doctor said

this was proof she was just a fish

and anyway an egg is not a child,

but refused when some was offered to him.

Then they put her head and her hands

in a box for burial

and someone tried to take her wedding ring,
but the others stopped him,

and the ring stayed put.

The rest they cooked and fed to the troops.
They said a large fish had been found on the beach.

Starvation forgives men many things,
my uncle, the aquarium keeper, said,
but couldn’t look me in the eye,

for which | thank God.

By Roderick Ford




Reading List

Other Cultures

The Kite Runner- Khaled Hosseini

A Thousand Splendid Suns- Khaled Hosseini
Sister of My Heart- Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
The God of Small Things- Arundhati Roy
Purple Hibiscus- Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Beloved - Toni Morrison

The Color Purple - Alice Walker e
Small Island- Andrea Levy

White Teeth - Zadie Smith

A Suitable Boy - Vikram Seth

Midnight’s Children- Salman Rushdie

The White Tiger - Aravind Adiga

Swallows of Kabul- Yasmina Khadra

The Lonely Londoners- Sam Selvon

The Reluctant Fundamentalist- Mohsin Hamid

Gothic

The Bloody Chamber- Angela Carter
The Tell-Tale Heart- Edgar Allan Poe

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Hyde- Robert Stevenson
The Turn of the Screw- Henry James

The Picture of Dorian Gray -Oscar Wilde

Dracula- Bram Stoker

Rebecca- Daphne du Maurier
The Haunting of Hill House- Shirley Jackson
The Thirteenth Tale- Diane Setterfield

Love and Loss

Sons and Lovers- D.H. Lawrence

Great Expectations- Charles Dickens

Tomorrow, and Tomorrow and Tomorrow- Gabrielle Zevin

The Notebook- Nicholas Sparks Eal™,
Hamlet- William Shakespeare ‘ ‘f{{;‘;lm I
Pride and Prejudice- Jane Austen is Completely
Porphyria’s Lover- Robert Browning Ll
The Lady of Shalott- Lord Alfred Tennyson

The Great Gatsby - F Scott Fitzgerald

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine - Gail Honeyman

GATL HONEYMAN




Women/society

The Wife of Bath prologue and tale- Geoffrey Chaucer
Girl, Woman, Other- Bernardine Evaristo

The Country Wife- William Wycherley

Jane Eyre- Charlotte Bronte

The Taming of the Shrew- William Shakespeare
The Miniaturist- Jessie Burton

Mrs Dalloway- Virginia Woolf

Tess of the D'Urbervilles - Thomas Hardy

The Bell Jar- Sylvia Plath

Queenie- Candice Carty-Williams

Lessons in Chemistry- Bonnie Garmus

Detective Fiction

(Poirot series)- Agatha Christie

Sherlock Holmes series- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle A

The Murders at the Rue Morgue- Edgar Allan Poe w

The Big Sleep- Raymond Chandler GIRL
The Girl Wlth the Dragon Tattoo - Sjc1eg Larsson ,1?%‘3%8(1\)1
The Moving Toyshop - Edmund Crispin STIEG LARSSON

Gone Girl- Gillian Flynn

Dystopian

Cormac MacCarthy- The Road

Never Let Me Go- Kazuo Ishiguro

The Remains of the Day- Kazuo Ishiguro

The Handmaid’s Tale- Margaret Atwood
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf- Edward Albee
1984- George Orwell

Non-Fiction

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings- Maya Angelou

The Lost Continent / Notes from a Small Island- Bill Bryson

Writing Home - Alan Bennett

In Cold Blood -Truman Capote ST‘J ART
Skating to Antarctica- Jenny Diski [ 7
Stasiland - Anna Funder

Stuart: A Life Backwards- Alexander Masters mg AN)U Aa
H is for Hawk- Helen Macdonald AL{XAN DER
Long Walk to Freedom- Nelson Mandela MASTERS &
Twelve Years a Slave- Solomon Northrop

Why Be Happy When You Could be Normal?- Jeannette Winterson

What the Chinese Don’t Eat- Xinran




Reference Books

A Dictionary of Literary Terms by Martin Gray

Doing English by Robert Eaglestone

How to Write Better Essays by Bryan Greetham

Oxford concise companion to English Literature by Margaret Drabble and Jenny Stringer
Pastoral by Terry Gifford

The Ode Less Travelled by Stephen Fry

The Poet’s Craft by Sandy Brownjohn

Magazines/Journals
0 The Times Literary Supplement - a weekly literary review




