HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR UNIVERSITY DEGREE COURSE 
Choosing your degree subject:

THINK carefully about which subject you want to study.  It could be: 

· An A level subject you are good at, enjoy - and would like to study at a higher level.

· A new subject that you have not taken at A level but have a great interest in and have researched carefully.

· A subject that is essential for the career you wish to follow, for example, law, medicine, optometry,  Look in Jobfile  - available in LRC- to find out which subject/s you need to take for your chosen career or check out the careers section in the LRC or log on to www.connexions/jobs4u, www.mychoicelondon.co.uk
STILL NOT SURE what you would like to study.  Try completing the Stamford Test on the UCAS website – www.ucas.com.

Remember that many employers recruit graduates because of the skills they have gained throughout their university course and are not always overly concerned about the subject area. About 80% of all job vacancies, for example in marketing, publishing, management and civil service – are open to graduates with practically any degree.

· Think about whether you would like to study more than one subject – there are many combined or joint honours courses.

· You may wish to study a subject not offered at A level – such as accounting, European studies, marine biology, sports science.

Choosing which University

ONCE you have decided on the subject you wish to study, you need to find out the universities that offer that subject.

· Go to www.ucas.com/student/coursesearch  and search by subject to produce a list of universities teaching that subject.  You can double click on any course to open up an entry profile that will give you information about entry requirements, further course details, tuition fees, open days and a link to the university website.

· You can narrow your search by choosing courses closer to home – in the South East or in Greater London.

· Look in the subject sections of the guides in LRC - UCAS Big Guide, Heap Guide to Degree Course Offers , The Guardian University Guide.
NEXT make a list of courses and universities – and research them carefully.  

· Look in the university profile sections of the guides in LRC – UCAS Big Guide, Guardian University Guide, Heap guide, www.ucas.com/students/course search
· Look at the university prospectuses  – available in LRC

· Check out individual university websites. 
· How is the course assessed?  Some students do better at coursework – others favour exams.  Think about how you can achieve the best degree; some employers are looking for a 1st or a 2:1 pass.

· Look at league tables to see how good a university is at teaching your subject - go to www.timesonline.co.uk and click on Good University Guide.   Also look at www.education.guardian.co.uk.

· For further information on teaching quality, visit www.unistats.com.
Do  you have the correct entry requirements?

· Look at the entry requirements of each course and realistically ask yourself if you are likely to meet these.

· Check your predicted grades with your form tutor.  Convert these into tariff points www.ucas.com/students.   

· Are there any course specific requirements – for example, certain A-Levels or a particular subject or grade at GCSE?   (Most universities will require a minimum of grade C in Maths and English).  
· Do you need to sit any assessment tests?  Law (LNAT) Medicine, Veterinary, Dentistry (UKCAT/BMAT).  Check individual university websites.
NEXT consider factors outside the actual course such as:

· Location - where would you prefer to study?  How far would you be prepared to travel?  Would you prefer to live at home? Would you like to study at a university located in the heart of a major city or at a university with a campus on the edge of a town?

· Accommodation – how much will it cost?  Would you be happy in a purpose-built hall of residence or prefer to share off campus self -catering accommodation?

· Extra-curricular activities - sport facilities, clubs & associations.

· Local Area - nightlife, transport links.

 Open Days/Taster Courses
You should now have a list of universities that offer the course you wish to apply for.  The only way you can get a ‘feel’ for a particular university and whether you will be happy studying there – is by visiting it. To find out about open days go to:
· UCAS website (www.ucas.com)

· Open days website:   www.opendays.com.

· Individual universities websites.
· Check the open days’ notice board located in the stairwell leading to LRC for current open day dates.  
Most universities open days need to be booked in advance.  Remember that universities run different open days for different subjects - so make sure you go to the right one!  You should also try to attend at weekends rather than during term time.
Completing your UCAS application:
Full details of how to complete the course options section, along with all the other sections of the UCAS application, are available on www.ucas.com/students on the school R Drive/UCAS and in the Post 16 LRC.
Some important points you should be aware of:
· The UCAS deadline date for on time applications for general entries is 15th January of the year of entry.  However Post 16 students are required to have completed their application by October of year prior to entry in order for tutors to add references and for applications to arrive at UCAS in good time for the deadline date.

· You can choose up to FIVE courses – but no more than FOUR for medicine, dentistry or veterinary science.

· You can have no more than ONE choice of either Oxford or Cambridge.

· There is an early closing date of 15th October prior to year of entry for applications to Oxford and Cambridge; and medicine, dentistry and veterinary science courses.
· If you are applying for law, veterinary science or medicine courses you may be required to sit an admissions test (LNAT, UKCAT, BMAT) - check individual courses.

· Some Art & Design courses have a later application dated of 24th March of the year of entry – check individual courses carefully.  

· If you wish to take a GAP YEAR, you can defer entry for one year when filling in the online application form.  However always check first that the universities you are applying to accept deferred entry.

 Useful websites:

www.ucas.com
www.education.guardian.co.uk

www.unistats.com
www.opendays.com
www.timesonline.co.uk
www.connexions/jobs4u
www.mychoicelondon.co.uk
REGISTRATION FOR THE ONLINE APPLICATION PROCESS 
(UCAS APPLY) TAKES PLACE THROUGH POST 16 IN JUNE/JULY PRIOR TO ENTRY.  
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